"A. coronatum (Rud., 1819) van Beneden, 1849 (Pl. 21, Fig. 163 ), syn. Bothriocephalus bifurcatus Leuckart, 1819 ", Campbell & Beveridge (2002 state that the type species is "Bothriocephalus coronatus Rudolphi, 1819 by original designation." However, none of the aforementioned works published after Blanchard (1848) are valid nomenclatural acts regarding the typification of Acanthobothrium. Since there were no other species attributed to Acanthobothrium in 1848, Acanthobothrium coronatum should be considered the type species of this genus by monotypy (ICZN Art. 68.3) .
Also worth consideration here is the valid name of the taxon referred to as A. coronatum. Stability of the namebearing type requires that the name-bearing type of a nominal genus remains unchanged (i.e., as its original combination; see ICZN Art. 67.1.2 and Recommendation 67B). As originally designated by Blanchard (1848) , Acanthobothrium coronatum in the type species of Acanthobothrium. Nevertheless, understanding the convoluted taxonomic history of A. coronatum is crucial for understanding the concept of Acanthobothrium and of this species itself.
The first detailed description of of A. coronatum was provided by Blanchard (1849: 122-124) , with a list of three synonyms including "Taenia raiae batis" Rudolphi (1810) , Bothriocephalus coronatus Rudolphi, 1819, and Bothriocephalus bifurcatus Leuckart, 1819. Bothriocephalus bifurcatus was described by Leuckart (1819: 30-32 ) who considered Taenia corollata Abildgaard, 1790 as its senior synonym. Abildgaard (1790: 62-63 ) provided a description of T. corollata consistent with a member of Acanthobothrium and identified "Rajae Batis" (Raja batis L.) as the type host of his new species (see Abildgaard 1790: 63; "LOCUS. Inter valvulas cochlidiales intestini Rajae Batis"). The name B. corollatus was previously used by Rudolphi (1819: 485-486) . This may have led Leuckart to assign his species in a different species group name. Bothriocephalus bifurcatus was selected for the new species-group name giving into consideration its bipronged hooks. The establishment of B. bifurcatus as a junior synonym of A. coronatum results in a new combination, Acanthobothrium corollatum (Abildgaard, 1790) , following the oldest available name for this taxon, T. corollata (ICZN Art. 23.3). Williams (1969: 5) had previously suggested that "in view of the numerous problems connected with the specific name 'corollatus' relative to Tetrarhynchide (...) it may be advisable to ignore the name T. corollata Abildgaard, 1793 in studies of A. coronatum" (sic). Note that Willians (1969: 5) is probably referring to Abildgaard (1790) when he writes "Abildgaard, 1793". Moreover, Williams (1969: 5) advocated that "the host list given by Abildgaard (...) indicates that he may have been dealing with more than one species under the same name." Whether or not Abildgaard (1790) was dealing with a complex of several species has no nomenclatural relevance, since it neither interferes with the availability of the name T. corollata nor stands as an impediment for the appointment of this name as a senior synonym of A. coronatum.
Once the type species of Acanthobothrium and its current valid name is clarified, the identity of the type host may now be addressed. According to Williams (1969: 9) , "A. coronatum should be regarded as a cestode of Scyliorhynus stellaris only. " Williams' (1969) statement ignores that the concept of B. bifurcatus is correlated with Leuckart's (1819: 31-32) concept of T. corollata, which according to Abildgaard (1790: 63) , had only been found in R. batis. The corollary of this historical event is that the type species of Acanthobothrium is associated with R. batis.
In an effort to more completely understand the concept of A. corollatum, we attempted to locate the type materials used in the original descriptions of its older synonyms. Unfortunately, all of Abildgaard's material was lost throughout the years (Buchmann, per. comm.) and our efforts to locate Leuckart's original material have also been fruitless. At this point, it seems that the type series of A. corollatum (including older synonyms) could have been lost. In this case, assigning a neotype for A. corollatum would not be recommended since the type material would have to be consistent with the original concept of its synonyms (ICZN Art. 74-75), which are related to parasites of R. batis. The original description of T. corollata may not suffice the requirements to identify which one is Abildgaard's concept of T. corollata since, according to Campbell & Beveridge (2002) , there are at least five nominal species of Acanthobothrium known to occur in R. batis: Acanthobothrium icelandicum Manger, 1972; Acanthobothrium parvum Manger, 1972 ; Acanthobothrium rajaebatis (Rudolphi, 1810) ; Acanthobothrium septentrionale Baer & Euzet, 1962; and "Acanthobothrium coronatum (Rudolphi, 1810) van Beneden, 1849." We conclude that the authorship of Acanthothrium belongs to Blanchard (1848) . The type species of Acanthobothrium is Acanthobothrium coronatum Blanchard, 1848, a junior synonym of Acanthobothrium corollatum (Abildgaard, 1790) comb. n. The type host of A. corollatum and therefore Acanthobothrium is Raja batis L. appreciated editorial suggestions, which does not imply that she agrees with all the contents of this manuscript. Marco Sena, Sérgio Antonio Vanin, Silvio Shigueo Nihei, and Ubirajara Ribeiro Martins also offered priceless insights on the nomenclatural problems we found during our research. We would also like to demonstrate our appreciation for the librarian services of Dione Seripiere (Museu de Zoologia da Universidade de São Paulo) and Claire Pascaud and Grégory Van Aelbrouk (Académie royale des Sciences, des Lettres et des Beaux-Arts de Belgique). This work would not be possible without the Biodiversity Heritage Library (www.biodiversitylibrary.org), from where we obtained most of the 19th and early 20th century publications cited herein.
